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u_cked away in a remote
hilly region of eastern
Nepal, is the typical
Newar settlement of
Dhankuta - a village of white-
washed houses ascending a
steep ridge. The houses which
lmq the well-paved, {lag-stoned
main street, faithfully mirror the
traditional architecture of the
area in their design and propor-
tions. Set at slight angles to each
other in their attempt to adjust
to the difficult terrain, they are
two-storeyed, shallow structures
with long street frontages.
Brackets support the overhang-
ing roofs, while door and win-

dow frames are usually painted
black and balconies with delj.
ca.tg]y fretsawed or turneq wood
railings adorn the first floors o(%
almost all houses abutting th
street with its continuoys e
flow of heavily laden port
and pedestrians. .
But Dhankuta wasg not desti
ed toremain a sleepy villaje e
the Nepal Government p]'ng; 'tas
make it the administrativ(e T
;:j(;r;lt rset for the entire region. As a
ep in this direction the
Dha’plfutargommuniry I\?e(tj}l]cbl
Qﬁ/]\llraéy Iraining Centre "
AATC), the first o its ki
be entirely locateq ifnn:l%(tj?adl '15(()3?

ting, has changed the tenor of
the place.

But has this change threaten-
ed the survival of a unique cul-
ture? Is it for better or for worse?
This problem of conservation as
opposed to development invari-
ably arises, posing issues which
go beyond the mere preservation
of a physical environment or the
prevision of modern facilities.

One is almost tempted to say,
“Don't touch this, leave it as it is.”
But casual observation does not
disclose the fact that changes
are already taking place and will
continue to do so, regardless of
the plans of developers.

Architects and planners no
longer remain apathetic to this
controversy, having learnt harsh
lessons from the past. Instead,
there is now an appreciation for
the human as opposed to the
super-human scale, an attention
to local context, and a growing
respect for tradition rather
than a rejection of past forms
and materials.

Keeping these concepts in
mind, Dhankuta’s CMATC cam-
pus, which provides medical ser-
vices to the rural areas, is in
total empathy with the vernacu-
lar architecture of the area, as
the architects have incorporated
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references to the local building
tradition, while at the same time
adapting them to meet modern
needs, so that the building com-
plex blends with the peculiar
characterof this Nepalese vil-
lage, and stimulates local pride.
The site is clearly defined on
all four sides. Towards the east
of Dhankuta lies a ravine. The
boundary lies at the bottom, but
the sharp drop-off makes con-
struction on the first 25 m
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